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emphatically in favour of intervention on the Allied
side, felt himself to be in so small a minority that he
did not attempt to secure nomination. Hughes, who
stood against Wilson as the Republican nominee,
was anxious to secure the German-American vote,
and that of such stray Irishmen as might wander from
the Democratic fold. He therefore took care to
dissociate himself from the fiery expressions of his
more famous, but less timorous, co-Republican. The
possibility of entry into the War was not an issue in
the Presidential election. Both candidates osten-
tatiously dissociated themselves from the idea. Here
is a letter from a prominent and well-informed
American sent to me by the late Sir Gilbert Parker,
the well-known Canadian novelist who organised
Intelligence from America for the British Govern-
ment, which gives a fair summary of the Allied view
of the election.

" . . . From the point of view of international
politics, I am inclined to think that things are much

safer in the hands of Mr. Wilson than
Sir Gilbert they would have been in the hands of
Parker's letter Mr. Hughes. . . . We know how Mr.

Wilson stands and we may feel very
sure that he will do nothing of a serious nature to
interfere with the blockade or the export of
munitions which are the two vital points. . , . The
most satisfactory feature of the election has been
the fact that the German-American vote did not
materialise. The German-American Alliance and
all the German papers with hardly an exception
were rampant for Hughes and yet Mr. Wilson
carried Milwaukee and St. Louis, two German
strongholds. It seems pretty certain that the